
 
 
 
Pastor’s page “In a little while, you will see me again, and your hearts will 
rejoice….” (John 16: 22) 
 
      Since Thanksgiving, Christmas carols have been playing on radio and in 
stores in concert with the constant din of ads for Christmas shopping. With 
Internet shopping dominating, consumerism seems even higher paced than 
in past years. 
      Just as our church began celebrating the first Sunday of Advent, the 
beginning of a new church year, and the time for us as Catholics to 
spiritually quiet down, the world around us was revving up for Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday, and the enticement of free shipping. 
      How can we listen attentively to the Advent Scriptures that tell us of a 
peaceable world, and the coming of God's kingdom of love and justice and 
peace in its fullness? The blare of commercials drowns out even the voice of 
God. How can we say, ‘Come Lord Jesus’ meaningfully, when our concerns 
are secular and practical - gift shopping and bill paying? 
       Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ is with us now, and Christ will 
come again! The Advent Scripture readings are filled with hope and 
expectation – the prophet Isaiah, John the Baptist, and Mary the mother of 
Christ. God has heard the cry of his people. He has sent his Son to save us 
from sin and death, and that Son will come again in glory transforming these 
lowly bodies of ours and making them like his own. The ancient cry of the 
early church was "Come, Lord Jesus!" Fulfill our deepest longings -because 
nothing satisfies us completely in this world.  We need a Savior.    
      Advent means "to arrive" or "to draw near". God has drawn near to us; 
and come to a people whom he cherishes with boundless love. One day, at 
the consummation of human history, God will draw near once again and lift 
us up into the glory of God. 
      The story of the Bible is a story of God's love affair with us, an intimacy 
with human beings that begins in the garden with Adam and Eve, and 
continues through the Bible in its entirety until the end of the book of 
Revelation. That intimacy with God, broken by the pride and fall of human 
beings, has been restored by the holy one of God Jesus Christ. On the day of 
glory that intimacy will be completed. In the meantime, our lives are a short 
time in expectation! 
      The 19th century Catholic poet Francis Thompson's (1859-1907) great 
work "The Hound of Heaven" tells of God's search for us, panting after us 



like heaven’s hound; and our human efforts to elude the loving embrace of 
the one who created us, and re-created us in Christ.  
“Still with unhurrying chase, and unperturbed pace, deliberate speed, 
majestic instancy, came on the following feet (the hound of heaven- God), 
and a Voice above their beat- ‘Naught (Nothing) shelters thee, who wilt not 
shelter me.’” We cannot escape the loving embrace of God, if we will 
simply stand still and stop running. 
      “The great Jewish theologian, Abraham Heschel wrote, "The Bible 
speaks not only of man's search for God- but also of God's search for man."     
      The book of Job, a man crushed by the injustice of life yet unwilling to 
let go of his love for God, says "You have hunted me like a lion." 
      And the prophet Jeremiah tells of this love in sensual terms "You have 
seduced me oh God, and I have let myself be seduced." God is panting after 
us. God is searching for us. God is hunting us. As Advent draws to a close, 
there is still time to carve out quiet time at home, or perhaps in our St. 
Benedict Chapel, in order to allow God to capture us with infinite affection. 
       
Peace, Father Bruce 


